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Marine Debris from Land and Sea – in the environment a long, long time

Paper towel – 2 to 4 weeks

Newspaper – 6 weeks

Cotton rope – 1 to 5 months

Apple core – 2 months

Cardboard box – 2 months

Cotton gloves – 1 to 5 months

Waxed milk carton – 3 months

Disposable diaper – 450 years

Aluminum can – 200 years

Tin can – 50 years

Foamed plastic cup – 50 years

Wool socks – 1 to 5 years

Photo-degradable beverage holder – 6 months

Plastic bottle – 450 years

Plastic beverage holder – 400 years

Foamed buoy – 50 years

Plastic grocery bag – 1 to 20 years

Plywood – 1 to 3 years

Monofilament fishing line – 600 years

Glass bottles and jars – undetermined

NOTE:  Estimated individual item time lines depend on product composition and environmental conditions.

Sponsors:

· SC Sea Grant Consortium
· SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control (DEHC) – Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 
· Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE) – Southeast
· NOAA
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/ocrm/marine_debris.htm
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/ocrm/docs/debris/SC_MARINE_DEBRIS_POSTER.pdf 
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